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Abstract
Through critical reflection of designing and implementing a nursing care plan (NCP), based 
on a nursing model of care, this case study seeks to contribute to veterinary nursing’s body 
of knowledge with regards the implementation of NCPs by veterinary nurses in practice. 
The rationale for the selection of the model of nursing care and design of the NCP is con-
sidered. The results of implementing the NCP for two hospitalized patients are discussed, 
along with the possible wider implications of these outcomes for both the use of NCPs in 
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Figure 2. Nursing Care Plan (NCP)
To be completed once daily or more often if dramatic changes in patient’s status; evaluation to be completed prior to writing new NCP 
(date and initial separately)
Date: 09/10/10  Time: 10:00  Initials: CJW          Case no.: xxxxx     Patient: xxxxxxxxxx     Client: xxxxxx

Ability Actual problem Potential 
problem

Short-term goal Nursing intervention Evaluation

Eat adequate 
amounts

Still NPO due to 
oesophageal hypomotility 
and history of 
regurgitation; no weight 
gain; has PEG tube

PEG tube 
displacement; 
infection re 
PEG tube; 
regurgitation 
despite PEG 
feeding

Check PEG tube 
with clinician; 
increase PEG 
tube amounts to 
total IER today; 
maintain weight

PEG tube care bid; discuss 
PEG tube with clinician; 

2t to 
EG tion 
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